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This is our cat 'Koge' (char). You probably can't tell 
what the heck is going on since she's so black, but 
here she is. We picked her up one night three years 


ago as a kitten, and зће a real sweetie and a total 

nudge. While she was giving birth to her litter, | really, 

really worried, and | made a huge fuss over her. But 

there weren't any complications, and she had four 

healthy (and teeny-tiny) kittens. We were so happy. 

By the way, my wife was the one who named her. 
—Akira Toriyama, 1988 


Widely known all over the world for his playful, innovative 
storytelling and humorous, distinctive art style, Dragon Ball 
creator Akira Toriyama is also known in his native Japan for 
the wildly popular Dr. Slump, his previous manga series 
about the adventures of a mad scientist and his android 
“daughter” His hit series Dragon Ball ran from 1984 to 
1995 in Shueisha's Weekly Shonen Jump magazine. He is 
also known for his design work on video games such as 
Dragon Warrior, Chrono Trigger and Tobal No. 1. His 
recent manga works include Cowa, Kajika, Sand Land, 
Neko Majin, and a children's book, Toccio the Angel. He 
lives with his family in Tokyo, Japan. 
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THE MAIN CHARACTERS 


Son Goku 
Monkey-tailed young Goku has always been 
stronger than normal. His grandfather 


Bulma Gohan gave him the nvoibd, a magic staff, Yamcha 
A genius inventor, Bulma met and Kame-Sen'nin gave him the kinto'un, a A student of Kame-Sen’nin, 
magic flying cloud. and Bulma's on-and-off 


Goku on her quest for the 


seven тарјса! Dragon Balls. boyfriend. Не was seriously 


injured bv Tenshinhan and 
taken to the hospital. 


Lunch 
A strange woman 
whose personality 
changes whenever: 
she sneezes. 


Goku's for- : 
mer martial 
arts school- 
mate under 


Tenshinhan 
A student of Tsuru- 
i Sen'nin, he can fly and ¿Ny 
t is a very proud fighter. . 
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Pilaf and Со. 


i A little emperor who wants to get the Dragon 
+ Balls so he can wish to rule the entire world. 


š 
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E Kame-Sen A 
| (The "Turtle Hermit") : 
Ten ; A lecherous but powerful mar- : 
i Chaozu + — tial artist, his signature move is ` 
: А student of Tsuru- i the kamehameha attack. His 1 
i Sen'nin, fe can fly and ; ; rival, Tsuru-Sen'nin (the “Crane ў 
i SE PICE powers. з Hermit”) entered Tenshinhan 

р sitir i and Chaozu into the tourna- 
i ment to see whose school of : 
+ martial arts was better. 9 


| Legend says that whoever gathers the seven 

| magical “Dragon Balls" will be granted any one 

H wish. Son Goku, a young boy from the mountains, 

| first heard the legend from а city girl named Bulma. 

| After many adventures with Bulma, Goku decided 

Й Не wanted to be stronger, and so he trained under 

H Kame-Sen'nin, the great martial artist, even com- 

| peting in the Tenka'ichi Budökai (the “Strongest 

Under the Heavens” martial arts tournament). Three 

Й years ago, at the last Tenka'ichi Budökai, Goku 

narrowly lost to Kame-Sen'nin. But this time, Goku 
is face to face with Tenshinhan in the final round! 
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Ask Akira Torivama 


ALL RIGHT!! 
EVEN YOU'LL BE 
PULVERIZED 
BY THIS ONE!! 


TELLING 
У THE TRUTH!! 
DON'T BE А 
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AND SINCE І 
HOVER 


LEVITATION 


WHOEVER 
TOUCHES THE 
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ТНАТ YOU'RE 
ALL WEAK 
FROM THAT 
POWER- 
BLASTI 


IM GONNA 
GAMBLE 
ALL MY 
REMAINING 
j STRENGTH!!! 


WHAT СО 
YOU THINK 
YOU CAN DO 
IN THE AIR, 


мо! GOKU 
WILL NEVER 
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Tale 134 
Up in the Air 


WITH THE ARENA 
NO LONGER BENEATH 
HIM, GOKU. 


GAMBLES ALL 
OF HIS REMAINING 


IN 


THE GUY'S OUT 
COLD!!! HE'S 
WON-- GOKU'S 
WON!!! 


BUT WAIT... 
CONTESTANT 
SON GOKU 
SEEMS TO BE 
FALLING 
TOO! 


SH-SHOOT!! I USED 
UP SO MUCH POWER IN 
THE KAMEHAMEHA, NOW 
MY BODY WON'T LISTEN 
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SS 
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А VAN DROVE 


CONTESTANT UNDERNEATH 
TENSHINHAN pl AND HE 
HAS WON! TOUCHED: 
HE IS THE GROUND 

FIRST--!! 


YOU 
KNOW... 
IF YOU'D 

LIKE HALF 
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ма 
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22 
= 
É 


i 


15 STILL 


LOSING 
CLOSE 
LOSING... 


XX 


ТОМУ МОМ 
ВУ DUMB LuCK. 
IFWERE 
TALKING ABOUT 


GOKU, YOU 
АМО TENSHINHAN 
NEED ТО БАТ 
YOUR АЦ. АМО 
REPLENISHYOUR Å 
STRENGTH. 


YOUR DUMBEST 
STRATEGY VET— 
YOU DON'T KNOW 


BUT YOU 
HAVE 


HA HA HA... LUCK 
IS А PART OF ONE'S 
STRENGTH, YOU 
KNOW. BESIDES WHICH, 
GOKU LEARNED A 
LOT BY FIGHTING A 
WARRIOR LIKE YOU. 


FORGIVE 
ME... I DID 
50 MANY 
TERRIBLE 


WITH ME? WED 
WELCOME 
YOU WITH 


CHAOZU AND 
I WILL FIND 


EVEN THOUGH 
WE HAVE 
BETRAYED HIM, 
WE WERE THE 
CRANE MASTERS 
DISCIPLES... 


PLANNING TO 


Д DO FROM NOW 


ON? THERE'S 
NOWHERE 
FOR YOU 
TO GO,IS 
THERE... 


ТАМ 
TRULY 
GRATEFUL 
FOR YOUR 
GENEROSITY, 
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The Death 
of Kuririn - 
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ТНАТ THING IS STRONG МЕ 
ILL 


UGH TO KI 


DEMON KING 
PICCOLO! 


YOU'RE CORRECT. 
THE TERRIBLE 
PICCOLO SHOULD 
NEVER HAVE 
RESURFACED 
INTO OUR 
LIVES. 


( 


الها 


HIS МАМЕ 
SOUNDED INNOCENT 
ENOUGH. BUT HE 
AND HIS POWER 
OVERWHELMING. 


HE CONJURED А 
BROOD OF MONSTERS 
FROM WITHIN HIMSELF, 

AND IN А MOMENT 
THEY TRANSFORMED A 


WORLD OF PEACE 
INTO A WORLD 


BUT THE MASTER 
COULD NOT BEAR 
TO ALLOW PICCOLO 
TO TWIST AND TURN MATCH FOR HIM. 
Z 4 THE WORLD NORWAS 
( 4 ACCORDING TO HIS TSURU-SEN'NIN. 
А WHIM..AND 50 HE NOR EVEN 
Ü DEVISED A GREAT OUR MASTER, 
N 4 LORD 
MUTAITO. 
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BuT IN WITHIT HE 
K ЩЕ so N WAS ABLE TO 
DEN DOING. ТРАР THE GREAT 
HE GAVE S \ 4 DEMON ne AND 
HELE: š BEHIND A MYSTIC 
SCROLL--IN AN 
ELECTRIC RICE 


I MYSELF THERE: = ме 
BURIED THAT 
^ TERRIBLE 
RICE COOKER 4 
DEEP IN THE 2, PICCOLO 
( COULD HAVE 


OCEAN FLOORI 4 FOG Hale 


TH-THEN... THE 
THING THAT 
KILLED KURIRIN 
15 А HENCHMAN 
OF THE GREAT 
DEMON KING... 
AND GOKU'S 


YELLING 
ABOuT 


L-LET'S JuST 
DRAGONS 


HOPE THAT 
HE NEVER 


AND FINDSTHE 


THE 
DRAGON 
BALL... AND 
THE 


STRONGEST- 
UNDER-THE- 
HEAVENS 
TOURNAMENT 
ROSTER... 
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AND LET US 
GUESS. THE GREAT 
DEMON KING'S WISH 
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I DONT NEED 
THE POWER OF 
ANY GLOBES FOR 
MERE WORLD 
CONQUEST! 


THEN I CAN 
PRESS THE WORLD 
BENEATH MY 
POWER...FOR 
ETERNITY! 


Кем 


HEHHEH 
HEH. YES 
INOEED, 
SIR. 


*AHEM* YOU...YOU 


MY LORD. 
KNOW WE WORKED WHAT A LOFT 
VERY HARD...FINDING DESIRE. OH, 
THE ELECTRIC COOKER AND... 
YOU WERE SEALED IN... WH-WHILE 


REVIVING YOU ABOARD 
THIS FLYING BASE... 


IMPARTING TO YOU 
THE SECRET OF THE 
DRAGON BALLS... 


WONDERING 

IF YOU WOULD 
GRACIOUSLY 
BESTOW HALF 
OF THE WORLD 
UPON US... HEH 
HEH НЕН... 


eS) OH, AND WE TOLD 
wee Се z YOU ABOUT THE 

; 1 ТОЏЕМАМЕМТ FULL 
ATHIRD. А OF THE WORLD'S 
FOURTH, 


GREATEST MARTIAL 
ARTISTS TOO, IF 
YOU'LL RECALL... 


EVEN!! 


VERY HOPEFUL 
OF YOUR 
GENEROSITY, 


THING LIKE 
THAT WITHA 
GUTLESS 


TLL SHOW 
ALL THOSE 


NN 


^ Great Demon Kings Great Fear 


SLAUGHTER 
YOu!! 


CACKLE 
CACKLE... 
15 THAT WHY 
(OU САМЕ 
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= НАН! SO TH 
қ IS WHAT THE 


MEAN BV 
NOT HAVINC 


ЗА 
ф 


SHUT UP!! IF 
ICOULD JUST 


ISHOULD 
NEVER HAVE 
GIVEN YOU 


WE 
HAVE TO 
BURY HE PROBABLY 
KURIRIN... WONT BE 
RETURNING... 


THIS 'GREAT 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT?! WHAT | | DEMON KING"... CURSE 

WANT TO JUST OR WHOEVER IT HIM... 
ADD YOURSELF 15..HE'S GOING " 
TO THE BODY ТО PAY! IM 

GOING TO 1 
FIND SOME 


ТН-ТНАТ 5 RIGHT! 


ANDIF HE 


IM NOT ON HE HAS THE 
CONQUEI 
ie THAT LISTI I TOURNAMENT 
THE WORLD, 
DONT HAVETO ROSTER... IM 
YOU THINK 2 e 
IT WON'T WORRY ABOUT READ 


GETTING KILLED! TARGETED. 


SIR... DO YOU KNOW 
HOW TO PERFORM 
THE "MAFÚ-BA" THAT 
LORD MUTAITO USED 

TO TRAP THE DEMON 

KING SO LONG AGO? 
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IDONT SEE WHAT 
THE POLICE COULD 
DO wITH HIM... 
YOU'D PROBABLY 
ONLY CAUSE A 
MASS FANIC. 


BUT... IF GOKU 
SHOULD HAPPEN 
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МО ОМЕ ООЕ5. 
НЕ NEVER HAD 
ТИМЕ ТО FASS 


GUESS IT 
WOULD BE 
BETTER 
NOTTO 
NOTIFY THE 
POLICE? 


THAT YOU OF ALL 
ў PEOPLE WILL BE 
ABLE TO SAVE 


ee 


SES 


МО NEED 
TO PUT 
THIS ONE UP, 
MASTER. 
IKILLED HIM 
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NO NEED 
TO PUT THAT 
UP, EITHER. 
1 KILLED 
HIM TOO. 
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АМО АМУ 
OTHERS 
WHO DARE 
ТО DEFV 
THE GREAT 
DEMON 
KING 
PICCOLO 
ИД 


ТНАТ НЕ WAS 
WORTH THINKING 


` HEH. 
*| THAT IS 
I 


FELICITOUS 
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NA 


MARTIAL 
ARTIST 
LISTEDIN 
THAT 


FINDING THOSE 
REMAINING 
DRAGON BALLS, 
EITHER. 
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DBZ:137 ° We Need You, Gokul 
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IF YOU ЕХРЕМО ANY 
MORE ENERGY SPAWNING 
A BROOD, VOUR AGING 
PROCESS WILL 
ACCELERATE AND VOU 
WILL DIE BEFORE VOU 
CAN BRING THE 

WORLD WITHIN 

YOUR GRASP! 


HE 


i «S En 


DON'T WANT 
TO SEE IT-- 
ILLLOSE MY 
LUNCH 


TC 
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UNDERSTAND 
YOUR MISSION... 
ТО GATHER THE 
REMAINING SIX 

DRAGON 
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IMSURE 
HE'LL GIVE 
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UT 
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L-LORD PILAF... I..I 
DONT SENSE THAT THIS 
DEMON KING FEELS ANV 
PARTICULAR DEBT OF 
GRATITUDE TO US FOR 
HAVING REVIVED HIM... 


YOU'RE SAVING, 
IF YOU GATHER 


ОМСЕ THE DRAGON 
AND HIS BALLS GRANT YOUR WISH, 

BODY WILL THEY TURN INTO PLAIN 
ROT IN THE ROCKS FOR م‎ WHOLE 

MEANTIME! YEAR, RIGHT? THAT MEANS 
WE'LL HAVE ТО МАТ А 
LONG TIME TO REVIVE 

KURIRIN.... 


DESTRUCTION 
OFTHIS 
GREAT DEMON 


THERE'S NO 


Е оо: 
(обоо, 


TLL DEVISE 
A SPECIAL 
FREEZER- 
CAPSULE 
TO KEEP HIM 


AROUND WITH 
AZOMBIE! 
THAT'S JUST 


PAN 
C 


OH... 
ACTUALLY, I 
WAS TALKING 
ABOUT 
BULMAS 


YOU THINK 
YOu'RE 
LOOKING 
АТ?!!! IS 
THIS ANY 
TIME FOR 
ТНАТ?!!! 


ACCOROING ТО 


МАМИ 5 FAMILV АМО ом Ке 

THE VILLAGERS WHO TV. Џ ( ( YO! 
WITNESSED THE ! 
INCIDENT, THE ë 


PERPETRATOR IS 


BUT THE 
ROSTERIS 
SECRET..NO 
COPIES ARE 


HOW LONG 
WILL IT TAKE 
You TO PuT 
TOGETHER 
ANEW 


RADAR. 
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ONCE THE 
RADAR IS 
COMPLETED, 
THOSE WHO CAN 
FIGHT WILL SET 
OUT TO GATHER 


WE'RE IN DANGER 

TOO, AS LONG AS 

WE'RE HERE! WE 
HAVE TO MOVE! 


CONTESTANT 
ON THAT 
ROSTER IS IN 


WEVE GOT 
TO WARN 
THEM! 


WE ASK 
THE MEDIA TO 
BROADCAST 
A WARNING, 
THE WHOLE 
WORLD WILL 


ITHINK 
WELL BE 
NEEDING 
ALOTOF 

THOSE 
FREEZER- 
CAPSULES... 


GuY!! THIS 
TIME, TLL 


2 
KILLING AN 


EVENIF 
1 HAVE TO 


AVENGE KURIRIN AND 
KINTO'UN!! AND YOU 
STOLE MY DRAGON 

BALL TOO!! 
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OH, RIGHT!! 
APRE- 
BROLED 
FISH WAS 
JUST LYIN' 


I GET IT--! 
YOU'RE IN 

САНООТ5 
WITH ТНАТ 


$ SHUT UP! 
YOURE NOT 
GONNA TRICK 
ME WITH THAT 
CRAP, YOU 
FISH THIEF!! 


YOUR FRIEND | Å 


WITHTHE 


2 M 
\ WINGS, нин?! Y 
HUH?! 


DON'T 
CRYIFI 
HURT YOU, 
SHRIMP!! 
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INEVER 
МЕТ ANYBODY 
THIS TOUGH 


HEY....THAT 
THING YOUVE 
GOT HANGING 
AROUND 
YOUR NECK... 


LOOKS LIKE 
IMADEA 
MISTAKE! 

OOPS! 


IDUNNO 
WHAT YOU'RE 
TALKIN' ABOUT... 


BUT YOU'RE 
NOT GONNA 
N TRICK ME BY 


LAUGHING! 


THAT FISH WAS 
MY BREAKFAST! 
HURL IT UP! 


ANSWER TRULY OR 
YOULL DIE. HAVE 
YOU SEEN A LITTLE 
SPHERE WITH 
STARS INSIDE, 


WHO ARE 
YOU CALLIN' 
"LITTLE BOY" 
PUNK?!! 
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: Vajirobes Prey 
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TA use, 
LÅ N al 
ёй Ж... 
ЖА 


HELL SHOULD 
I GIVE THIS 


BUT THIS 
GUY'S 
FELLOW 
MONSTER 
KILLED MY 
FRIEND! 
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IT LOOKS š 
LIKE YOU ў HEH HEH— 
DIDN'T EVEN 


DONT TELL 
HAVE TIME ( YOURE DEAD 


FOR 
REGRETS... 


TO EAT RAW! 
GUESS TLL 
HAVE TO 
ROAST 

\ YOU... 
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ТНАТ A There Is 
SOMEONE IN THIS 


AGE...WITH THE 
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NEXT: Time for Tambourine! 


Tale 140 ° The Martial Artist Hunters 


MUST 
HAVE KILLED 
ВУ WHOEVER 
POSSESSES 


HOW 
IT SIMPLY COULD THERE 
CAN'T ВЕ-- POSSIBLY BE 
THERE MUST ANYONE IN 
THIS WORLD 
ABLE TO 
DEFEAT ONE 


2 m ) 


LIS VES 2 


KNOW WHO 
HEISOR 
WHERE HE 
CAME FROM... 
BUT HE WILL 
LEARN... 


ITIS 
TIMETO 


CALL IN 
TAMBOURINE... 


WH-WHOEVER.... 
IWILL WHATEVER YOU 
SLAUGHTER А АВЕ..УОИВЕ 
ОШТЕ MISTAKEN 
IF YOU THINK 
YOU CAN GET 
AWAY WITH THIS! 
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UNFORTUNATELY, 
I HAVE LESS 
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THAT'S 
TELEPATHVI 
TELEPATHY 


H-HEY... 
HE'S GETTING 
WEIRD ON 
US.... MUTTERING 
TO HIMSELF... 


YAJIROBE, YOUR 
VOICE KINDA 
REMINDS ME 
OF KURIRIN'S... 


ENTERTAINING 
THE LIKES 
OF YOU. 


OKAY, 
WHATEVER... 


.“5О THIS KURI- WHAT- 
EVER...HE MUSTA BEEN 
PRETTY HANDSOME 
TOO, HUH? "SIMILAR 
VOICES, SIMILAR 
FACES," THEY SAY. 


ТО REVIVE 
KURIRIN I ff? INEVER 


HAVE TO 
COLLECT ALL 
THE DRAGON 

BALLS--SO 
TLL NEED TO 


ALL 
RIGHT!! 
ALL 


DOWN, BUT 
THE MEAT'S ALL 
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Explodes! 


ITSTHE ONE!! 
NO MISTAKE!! 
NOW I CAN 
AVENGE KURIRIN 
AND KINTO'UN!! 


I WILL AVENGE 
KURIRIN!! I WILL 
AVENGE KINTO'UN!! 
PLUS YOU STOLE MY 


GOT 1 HEY!! TLL LET 
THAT?! YOU KILL 'IM-AS 
DONT LET LONG AS I GET 

IMGET t» TO EAT IM! 


PITIFUL 
FORA 
WARRIOR 
TO FALL 
TO TWO 
SNOTTY 
LITTLE 
BRATS! 


ја 
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МЕ NEVER ТО 
MAKE HIM р k 
MAD... (i INS 


| PSI) 


POPE Sg 
Wilkes 
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I WARNED 


you! ме №. NA Jz! HAHAHA! 
CANNOT BE NN 937 f YOU 


DEFEATED!! VIN ` ØYNE FOOL!!! 


ЭТ 
97. (б | 


==> 


<2 
RZ 
са 
Wr (вака < 


СХ 


Ў 
RT Al 
СОЊА 
2222222 


GUESSED AT IN 
THIS WORLD... 


WHAT KIND OF STUNT 
IS THAT, HUH?! HOWM 
I SUPPOSED TO EAT 
IM IF YOU BLOW 


NOS а 


ТООМТ САВЕ. 1 
WILL SHOW YOu 


N-NO! IT'S JUST Ф 
ТНАТ THE DRAGON 
BALL THAT I COULD 
HAVE 
SHOWING UP OVER 
THERE JUST A 
MINUTE AGO... 
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THEYRE SO 
INTENT ON 
ERADICATING 
МАРТИ. 
ARTISTS... 


GUARD, STEAL THE BALLS, 
AND LEAVE THE REST TO 
THIS DRAGON GOD. 


OUR ғ 


ONE WISH: 
"DESTROY 
THE GREAT 
DEMON 
KING..." 


WE МОМТ HAVE А 


CHANCE AGAINST HIM IF IF SO, THEN DRAGON BALL WE'RE 

WE JUST TAKE HIM HEAD WELL FINALLY PURSUING NOW IS 
ON! SOMEHOW МЕМЕ HAVE TO FACE THE ONE THE 

GOT TO CATCH HIM OFF THE DEMON DEMON KING'S 


ICAN'T 
BELIEVE WEVE 


ASINTENT ON 
COLLECTING THE 
DRAGON BALLS 
THIS TIME... 


LACKEY STOLE 
FROM KURIRIN... 
AFTERIT 
SLEW HIM. 


WEWONT 
HAVE TO 
SOONER 

ORLATER 


A 


EVEN IF МЕ 

ATTACK HIM 

AS A GROUP 
WE STILL 
WON'T BE 
А MATCH 
РОК НИМ. 


THEN, ACCORDING TO 
BULMA, THE DRAGON 
BALLS CAN BE GATHERED 
AGAIN IN ANOTHER VEAR. 
THAT'S WHEN WE'LL 
REVIVE KURIRIN AND 
THE OTHERS. 


IF WE TRY AND 
FAIL--THEN WHAT 
HAPPENS TO THE 
WORLD?! DO YOU 
WANT YAMCHA TO 

FACE HIM BY 
HIMSELF?!! 


І UNDERSTAND 
YOUR FEELINGS. 
BUT THIS 
PICCOLO'S 
POWER 

IS LEAGUES 
BEYOND OUR 
IMAGINATION. 


EVEN THINK 
SUCH A 
CRAZY 
THOUGHT 
" 


IF WE CANGET 
SHENLONG TO 
DESTROV HIM, 
THE WORLD 
WILL BE SAFE. 


IF WE ONLY 
KNEW HOW 
TO USE THE 
"MAFÚ-BA"... 


"IF WE TAY" НЕ 
SAID! JuST AS 
ITHOUGHT! THE 
LORD MUTEN- 
ROSHI DOESKNOW 


ТНЕУ WILL SAVE 
US THE BOTHER 
OF TRACKING 
THEM DOWN 
OURSELVES. 
WELL JUST TAKE 
THEM FROM 
THEIR BODIES. ДЕР 


«IT IS TIME 
TO PUNISH THE 
ONES WHO KILLED 
CYMBAL AND 
TAMBOURINE!! 


TELL YOU WHAT, 
IF YOU CATCH 
ANOTHER ONE O' 


THOSE BIRDS, 
BRING IT HERE 
АМО LET ME EAT 
IT! TLL GIVE 
YOU THIS ROUND 
THING IF 


X , 


FIN 2 


GREAT 
DE/AON KING 
PICCOLO, 
WE HAVE 
REACHED 
OUR 
DESTINATION 
H 


| | 


ES 
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@ DOWN THERE! 


B-BUT 
I 


THOUGHT 
HE... 


Tr с. Pu 


\ | OUR PEOPLE... 

WW ТО BE FELLED 
BYANANT 
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NEXT: The Convergence!!! 


TITLE PAGE GALLERY 


These chapter title pages were used when these | 
episodes of Dragon Ball were originally published 
in 1988 in the original Japanese Weekly Shonen 
Jump magazine. 
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DON'T WORRY! GOKU'S NOT DEADI 
HE'S THE MAIN CHARACTER, AFTER ALL! 
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Tale 140 
The Martial Artist Hunters 2.1407] 
Ф) 


Akira Torivama 


BIRD STUDIO 


GOKU & YAJIROBE! 
THEY EAT A LOT! 

THEY FIGHT A LOT! 
WATCH OUT, PICCOLO! 
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| Akira Torivama's 


| “ASK ME ANYTHING” Corner! 


бысы» ВАН. 


hats right! These are actual ques- 

| tions asked by Japanese Dragon 
Ball readers and answered by Akira 
Toriyama in the original Dragon Ball Vols. 


7-12! (Sorry, Toriyama is too busy to do 
these sessions nowadays.) 


Q. My son who is a first grader is a big 
Goku fan. He is anxiously awaiting your 
response. He wrote, “How can I become 
one of Gokus friends?” 


Asataro Nishino 
Ehime Prefecture 


Dear Dragon Ва, қ 


How can T be one 
oF Gaky's Friends”? 


Please write фо me. 
Assata Nishino 


A. Asataro, thank you for all the hard 
work you put into writing a letter to me. 
How can you become one of Gokus 
friends...? Hmm... Uh...Maybe your 
mother should explain this to you. (1 
guess I weaseled out of answering the 
question...) 


Q. Back in Volume 5 you mentioned that 
Dragon Ball would last for 10 volumes. 
Could you maybe make it last for at least 
13 volumes? 


Masahiro Mizuno 
Gifu Prefecture 


A. Because of all the fan support, it looks 
like I will not be able to end the series at 
Volume 10. I am having such a great time 
doing this manga that 1 think it will last 
for more than 13 volumes. 


Q. I like Kuririn. I like Goku too, but I 
think that Kuririn is cuter. Please have 
Kuririn be more involved in the stories. 


Ryo Sasaki 
Yamagata Prefecture 


A. Kuririn is a major part of the story in 
the 22nd Tenka'ichi Budakai martial arts 
competition. That storv is told in Volumes 
10-12 of the graphic novels. 


Q. Um, Toriyama-sensei...Pilaf has a ninja 
dog working for him, right? What is its 
name? In volume 2 he is called Soba, but 
in Volume 10 he is called Sho. Which is 
it? 


Kumiko Maruta 
Nagano Prefecture 


A. My apologies. This was a mistake. 
When the anime came out in Japan they 
asked me to name Pilaf's two underlings. 1 
had completely forgotten that 1 had 
already named one of them “Soba.” So I 
told the anime people to call him “Sho.” 
When I realized my mistake it was too 


late, the show had already aired and his 
name was “Sho.” So І then decided to 
change his name to “Sho” to be like the 
anime. [However, we kept it as “Soba” in 
the English version, to be true to 
Toriyamas original intentions—Ed.] By 
the way, the girl underlings name is 
“Mai.” 


Q. Hello. 1 am a big fan. Гат а 12 year 
old boy. 1 have a 21 year old sister. Shes a 
fan of yours too. The characters in 
Dragon Quest 2 [the 1987 Famicom/NES 
game released in America as Dragon 
Warrior 2 一 Ed.] аге cool. 


Takashi Yamashita 
Gunma Prefecture 


A. Dragon Quest 2 is really cool, isn't it!? 
I designed the characters for that game. 
They're really cool, aren they? Well, any- 
way, I get really involved when playing 
this game. But I don't want it to affect my 
work, so I try to keep it in moderation. 
Just a little bit more to go, though! 


Q. Hello Toriyama-sensei! I used to think 
that Kuririn was just some weird charac- 
ter, but now I think he is really cool! I 
used to just kind of quickly read through 
the parts with Kuririn in them, but on a 
second read, he' pretty cute! Hes short 
and bald and has those cute eyebrows! 


Yuko Kimoto 
Hyogo Prefecture 


А. 1 also used to write Kuririn so that he 
was just some weird minor character who 
appeared in the story, but now hes 
matured to become an indispensable 
member of the cast. I'm really surprised at 
how many fans he has now! It's the same 
with Kame-Sen'nin, the Turtle Hermit; 
when I originally created him, I just 
intended him to be some crazy old man. 
(So now you know how whimsical I was 
when I created Dragon Ball.) 


9. І really enjoy reading Dragon Ball. I 
am also trying to draw my own manga. I 
can see the drawings in my head, but the 
problem is that I сап“ actually draw them 
on paper the way that I imagine them. Im 
having a really hard time. Your artwork 
impresses me because it has a feeling of 
depth even though you don't use much 
screentone. 


Shintaro Oda 
Tokyo Prefecture 


А. Even as a professional manga artist, 
sometimes I still can't draw things exactly 
how I imagine them. I guess the only 
thing you can do is draw a lot and keep 
studying the art of drawing. And the real 
reason 1 don't use screentone very much is 
because its a lot of work. 


Q. When you write Dragon Ball, do you 
ever have trouble coming up with the 
story or the personalities of your charac- 
ters? 


Takashi Kadota 
Ehime Prefecture 


А. І have to spend quite a bit of effort to 
come up with the stories and the person- 
alities of the characters. Sometimes I have 
to think about it so hard that I get a 
headache. At times like this, when I can't 
come up with any ideas, I just go to sleep 
or I go do something else. If the ideas 
arent coming it's important to take a 
break to get a new perspective. 


Q. Гуе thought up a new character: 
Kuririn's vounger brother Tekurin. He 
trained under Hebi-Sen'nin (the Snake 
Hermit) and his special attack is the Alo- 
ha (Aloha Wave Attack). Please use him 
in Dragon Ball. 


Koji Okamoto 
Hokkaido Prefecture 


A. Hmm...l don't know about that charac- 
ter...but the 'Alo-ha' attack is so silly, I 
just might be able to use it. 


О. I am such a big fan, I want to read 
your stuff every day! Please increase the 
number of pages you do every week. 


T.M. 
Toyama Prefecture 


А. Thank you for your words of support. 
Currently, I am drawing about 15 pages a 
week and I think thats my limit. If I 
increased my output, I might stop enjoy- 
ing the process of creating manga. If I 
really push it I can do about 19 pages, but 
Td rather have some time to relax and 
draw the manga. Actually, I think it would 
be great if I could do about 13 

pages... Well anyway, I hope you will be 
satisfied with 15 pages a week. 


Q. I know its а bit late, but congratula- 
tions on the birth of Sasuke. I heard that 
you do a lot of work for him such as 
changing his diapers and feeding him 
milk. You sound like а good father and I 
am jealous of your wife. 


Rie Yoshida 
Saitama Prefecture 


А. Thank you very much. I recently did а 
one-shot story for Weekly Shonen Jump 
50 I was very very busy. And even though 
we were all in the same house, I hardly 
had any time to be with Sasuke. When I 
was awake, Sasuke would be asleep. 
When Sasuke was awake, I would be 
asleep or be busy working. Well, this con- 
tinued for so long, I think Sasuke forgot 
his own fathers face! I went up to him 
and made a funny face and he started cry- 
ing! So now 1 am careful to show him my 
face often and tell him “This is your 
father, this is your father's face.” So you 
see, recently I havent been a very good 
father. And I regret this very much. 


9. Please answer the following questions: 
(1) How many watts is the brightness of 
Kuririn's head? 

(2) How long does Goku's nyoibö get? 
(3) On page 87 of Vol. 4 Kuririn flings a 
booger, but does he even have a nose? 


Nobuo Kobayashi 
Gunma Prefecture 


A. (1) Hmmm. ..difficult question. І won- 
der how bright it is? Uh... basically it only 
gets bright when it reflects sunlight. (2) 
This is another difficult question. The 
nyoibó once stretched out to the moon, so 
that means that it can stretch out to at 
least 380,000 kilometers. (3) Actually a 
lot of people asked this question. I think 
we got about a thousand postcards about 
this. I really couldnt think of a good 
response to the question, so I just ignored 
it for a while. Sorry everybody! 


Q. The motorcycles, cars and clothes that 
appear in your manga look very cool. 1 
think you have a very good sense of style. 


Noriko Ota 
Tokyo Metropolitan Area 


A.Thank you. I'm not sure about my sense 
of style, but I do enjoy thinking about 
motorcycles, cars and clothes. 


Q. When I heard that you actually went to 
China to observe things over there, I was 
amazed at how much went into the cre- 
ation of this manga. 


Kazuhisa Tango 
Ishikawa Prefecture 


A. Well, actually, га always been fascinat- 
ed with China and my wife and I just 
went there for a vacation. However, it is 
true that that trip greatly influenced 
Dragon Ball. It is important for manga 
artists to have some leisure time. 


Q. Please answer these questions. 

(1) How long does it take you to create 
one episode? 

(2) How old are Kuririn, Oolong, Pu'ar 
and Yamcha? 

(3) Please keep up the good work. 


Hiroko Ota 
Aichi Prefecture 


A. (1) Hmm...it varies depending on the 
episode, but when I'm having a hard time, 
a good plot won't come to me even after 
two or three days of brainstorming. If Im 
on a roll, though, sometimes it only takes 
about five minutes to think one up. To 
actually put it on paper only takes about 
30 minutes a page. (2) Uhh, how old were 
they...? I'm pretty sure Kuririn stated his 
age at the last Tenka'ichi Budökai, so 
please calculate it using that as your refer- 
ence. Oolong and Pwar аге...1 dont know. 
Yamcha is...about 20 right now, I think. 
(3) Thank you very much. 


Q. Sometimes when I get tired of work, I 
take your graphic novels off my children’s 
bookshelf and read them with gusto. It is 
the best thing for a change of pace. 
However, recently the story just been 
about Goku, and I feel that you aren't 
making the most of the personality-rich 
supporting characters. 


А 45 Year-Old Geezer Fan 
Iwate Prefecture 


A. Thank you very much for your support 
and your advice. It is always heartening to 
receive such letters from older folks. 1 
promise I'll strive to draw well, so 1 hope 
you'll keep reading it with gusto. You go 
too, dad! 


Q. Kame-Sen'nin is very fashionable, isn't 
he? I am always being criticized by my 
friends as uncool for wearing jeans and a 
T-shirt. 


Name Withheld By Request 
Ishikawa Prefecture 


А. On your postcard, you also drew a full- 
body picture of yourself, but 1 realized 
that if I printed it your identity might be 
revealed, so I didn't (I'm thinking, aren't 
12). Going by your drawing alone, I'd have 
to agree, you really aren't fashionable at 
all, are you? However, to be frank, it suits 
you well! This is really the only style to 
wear with a shaved head! Often at the 
supermarket and so forth, 1 see brash 
youth who think they're being fashionable, 
but don't you think your way is more 
refreshing? That's how you should be! 


Q. How can 1 get better at drawing? 


Kei Mizuno 
Aichi Prefecture 


A. get tons of questions about drawing, 
but it’s really hard to decide how to 
answer, so I don't really know what to tell 
you. In any case, as you can probably 
guess, I think you just have to keep draw- 
ing constantly, Not just people, but land- 
scapes and animals, all sorts of things— 
observe them closely and try drawing 
them. To practice inking, again, І feel that 
you just need to keep drawing until you 
get better. But if you keep trying and try- 
ing and you still can't draw well, then І 
wouldn't quit your day job. 


Q. Dear Toriyama-sensei, I'm a big fan of 
not only Dragonball, but all your work. 
Manga these days seems to only be about 
“love”, or “sports” or “fighting” or “leg- 
ends”... But you're different! 


Yuka Fujino 
Kyoto Prefecture 


A. Gosh, I'm flattered. Dragon Ball is 
going to go for quite a bit longer, but 
when І do finish it, І plan on creating 
even better and more entertaining manga. 


I look forward to your support then also! 


Q. Exams have finally invaded my life. га 
really appreciate it (it'd be like a wish 
granted by Shenlong!) if you could hold 
off on the publication of Dragon Quest 3 
until after my exams are finished. 


Koji Iwashita 
Fukuoka Prefecture 


A. І see, the exams must be really tough. 
Tm ап adult now, so exams no longer 
affect my life. Bet you're jealous! But even 
though they are a major pain, keep up the 
good work! Also, Dragon Quest 3 is 
insanely fun! Why don't you play it after 
you finish your exams? 


Q. І have been doing push-ups and sit-ups 
in an effort to be able to use the kame- 
hameha, but I still haven't been able to 
produce it. Is that skill really possible? 


Yasuhiro Kanamori 
Gifu Prefecture 


A. Hmm, І am very impressed. An “А” for 
effort! Still, it looks like you haven't been 
able to produce the kamehameha, so I 
guess you still need more training. The 
fastest way may be to go to the Turtle 
Hermit (Kame-Sen'nin) with а dirty maga- 
zine in hand and ask him to take you as 
his disciple. Even if you are denied entry 
as his disciple, the muscle you gain from 
your physical training will most definitely 
be useful later. You must continue to per- 
severe! 


Q. Dear Toriyama-sensei, your art is 
incredibly clean, even your backgrounds. 
Even though your backgrounds are so 
detailed, everything is really easy to read. 
I was wondering if you could create a 
Dragon Quest story, even if its just а one- 
shot. 


Eiji Nakamura 


Aichi Prefecture 


A. Thank you very much. The real reason 
my art is so “clean” is because its a pain 
in the butt to draw tons of detail. І hate 
things which are a pain. Unfortunately, 
making a Dragon Quest story would also 
be a huge pain, because there are so many 
characters, so I really don't want to do 
one. I'm sorry. 


Dear Ме Тог, iyamo, 


А. Thank you very much. 1 hope you will 
cheer me on in the future too. I hope you 
are well too! 


Q. Sensei, your work is almost always set 
in a country setting, but I think it really 
fits the image of your manga and I like it 
very much. 


Ayano Fujii 
Aichi Prefecture 


A. Thank you very much. The reason I 
use a country setting so much is, not only 
is it easy for me to draw, but also because 
I am а total country bumpkin and І don't 
like the city very much. By the way, your 
address places you in the next town over 


Кот те. 


Q. І think its fabulous that you take саге 
of your child and do work at the same 
time. Also, the character 'Tanton' that 
appeared in the manga Dragon Boy from 
the Shonen Jump Special was really simi- 
lar to Goku, and 1 thought he was a lot of 
fun. 


Goku 
Nagano Prefecture 


А. Thank you, thank you. Actually, I dont 
necessarily take care of the kids and work 
at the same time; my wife does most of it. 
I pretty much do stuff like playing with 
the kid when I feel like it, and occasional- 
ly changing the diapers and feeding him, 
so it's really nothing much. I do most of 
my plotting and thinking after the baby is 
in bed, so it really isn't that much trouble. 
Anyway, Dragon Boy is in Vol. 2 of my 
Toriyama Akira Maru-saku Gekijö 
(“Akira Toriyama's Insert-Adjective-Here 
Theater”). [Unfortunately, this book has 
not been translated into English—Ed.] 
Because of the popularity of the story, it 
ended up becoming the catalyst for 
Dragon Ball. That's why Goku is Tanton 
with a few modifications, and why they 
look so much alike. 


Q. Please don't stop Dragon Ball even 
after Piccolo is defeated! Please continue 
the manga for at least another three years! 
During that time, I will study like mad to 
get into college, and afterwards get a job 
at Shueisha and become your editor. 


Tomoko Shima 
Toyama Prefecture 


А. When Goku was fighting Great Demon 
King Piccolo, there were а number of “Its 
going to end, isn't it?” rumors going 
around, but I have no intention of ending 
it at all. The idea of going for another 
three years does kind of freak me out, but 


I do plan on continuing it for a little 
longer. By the way, if you become my edi- 
tor, I hope you will be kind and not reject 
any of my stories. I look forward to the 
day when this will become a reality. 


Q, Dear Toriyama-sensei, thank you for 
making a great read every time. Please 
take care of yourself, and keep your spir- 
its up. (I know that manga artists are very 
busy, so please don't worry about replying 
to this letter.) 


Yoshitaka Miyabe 
Nagano Prefecture 


A. You are the best! I have been moved by 
your consideration in telling me that it is 
unnecessary to reply, so instead I have 
printed it in this graphic novel. Please 
don't ever lose your considerate and kind 
nature. 


Q. My entire family is a big fan of yours. 
Mom only reads manga if you wrote it. 
My younger brother tapes your anime on 
video and watches it. 


Ryö Mizugami 
Yamanashi Prefecture 


A. Thank you very much. You must be 
blessed to have such а wonderful mother! 
Make sure you are nice to her. Please give 
my regards to your younger brother too! 


That’ the end of Akira Toriyama’ “Ask Me 
Anything!” Corner! Enjoy the rest of the 
Dragon Ball and Dragon Ball 2 series! • 
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You're Reading in 
the Wrong Direction!! 


W... Guess what? You're starting at the 


wrong end of the comic! 

:ts true! In keeping with the original Japanese 
format, Akira Torivama's world-famous Dragon Ball 
series is meant to be read from right to left, starting 
in the upper-right corner. 

Unlike English, which is read from left to right, 
Japanese is read from right to left, meaning that 
action, sound-effects, and word-balloon order are 
completely reversed...something which can make 
readers unfamiliar with Japanese feel pretty back- 
wards themselves. For this reason, manga or 
Japanese comics published in the U.S. in English have traditionally been published 
'flopped'—that is, printed in exact reverse order, as though seen from the other side 
of a mirror. 

By flopping pages, U.S. publishers can avoid confusing readers, but the compro- 
mise is not without its downside. For one thing, a character in a flopped manga series 
who once wore in the original Japanese version a T-shirt emblazoned with "M A Y" (as 
in "the merry month of") now wears one which reads "Y A М”! Additionally, many 
manga creators in Japan are themselves unhappy with the process, as some feel the 
mirror-imaging of their art reveals otherwise unnotice- 
able flaws or skews in perspective. ч... 

In recognition of the importance and popularity of 
Dragon Ball, we are proud to bring it to you in the origi- 
nal unflopped format. 

For now, though, turn to the other side of the book 
and let the adventure begin...! 


—Editor 
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